


Greece (1750 B.C.-133 B.C.)

I. Geography

· Many mountains, isolated valleys, and small islands.

· Aegean and Mediterranean Seas.

· Created many city states that were isolated (cut off from one another by mountains or water).
· Most people lived on coastline (numerous harbors) and were skilled sailors and traders
·  Mountains provided barriers

II. Polis

· . City-state (includes the surrounding countryside and the city itself).

· Citizens felt great loyalty to these city states and a sense of responsibility

· City built on two levels:



1. Hilltop was the acropolis (high city) with great marble temples dedicated to gods.



2. Flat ground was the walled main city with marketplace (agora), public buildings, and theaters. 


3. Debate was a favorite activity in Athens.



4. Oligarchy – government with a few rulers (Sparta)
III Cultural Diffusion

· through trade the Greeks learned astronomy, mathematics, navigation, building techniques


1. borrowed the alphabet from the Phoenicians (Greek alphabet was the inspiration for ours)

